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The International Conference on Mining Science & Technology, held every four to five years, 
brings together colleagues from all areas of mining all over the world. It provides an environment 
which encourages discussion and cross-fertilization of ideas among researchers. The previous 
conferences in this series were held in 1985, 1991, 1996, 2001, and 2004. 
With the coming of its 100 anniversary, China University of Mining and Technology (CUMT) will 
hold the 6th International Conference on Mining Science & Technology at the university with 100 
years of history on October 2009. The ICMST2009 is a ceremonious conference in the field of 
mining science. It is a high-level, multi-oriented platform for exchange and cooperation. It will 
lead researchers speculate deeply on mining science and technology, promote the developing of 
mining around the world. The conference will discuss topics on modern coal mining and safety, 
mining geomechanics and underground engineering, coal processing & conversion and resources 
comprehensive utilization,  mining geology and geomatics, mining equipment and digitalization, 
mine environmental protection and energy conservation & emission reduction, energy strategy and 
sustainable development, and so on. Participants will benefit greatly from the conference.  
Xuzhou, with 2600 years of history and the cradle land of Chinese culture, will also make the 
conference colorful.  
The ICMST2009, held at CUMT, Xuzhou, China, attracted about 300 participants from 15 
countries worldwide. About 300 papers were presented, including 25 invited papers, 200 
contributed oral presentations and 100 posters. 
This time, for the first time, we decided to publish the proceedings in the newly launched online 
Elsevier journal “Engineering Procedia”. This has the advantage that all the published papers are 
freely available online. 
It would not have been possible to hold the ICMST2009 without the help of the organizations such 
as, the National Natural Science Foundation of China, China Coal Society, and the National 
Engineering and Research Center for Coal Gas Control, to whom we are extremely grateful. 
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